International Friends of Ilyenkov

12:00 London time 06 07 15 

Corinna, Heli, Paul, Gerry, Frank, Honda

Apologies: Marcelo, Monica, Valerie, Sylvia, Penny
Plan/Agenda

1. to consider chapter on the concept of man, and

2. its relation to the work we are doing, individudally

3. new web presence

following on from the journey from the notion to the concept

Heli: social relations are the key to analysis, but how would I start analysing this? 

Honda: my tendency is to think abstractly, generally. 
Ilyenkov suggests the need to overcome this tendency, example of Aristotle’s definition of ‘free man’ 

Corinna: 
Ilyenkov’s ‘ensemble of social relations’ constitutes what is ‘man’ – more correctly translated as ‘human being’ – though in his time Aristotle was referring to ‘man’ only, excluding women. 
What constitutes ‘human being’ moves through time, form Marx, to Ilyenkov, to today. She drew attention to the work of Erich Fromm a Marxist social psychologist, see https://www.marxists.org/archive/fromm/works/1961/man/ch04.htm
It is important to start with the active principle. Social relations are active, individual human beings, related to others around them, actively changing nature. This provides a starting point for the analysis of social relations. 

Paul: 
start with the individual (data item, person) (see the last lines of the section we are studying) 

Human society is a most typical case of concrete community, and the relation of a human individual to society is a characteristic instance of the relation of the individual to the universal. The dialectical nature of this relation appears here in sharp relief, while the question of the relation of the abstract to the concrete is closely interwoven. 
Finland, Taiwan today different from 20 years ago. There have been big changes to social relations affecting the dialectical relations between individuals, most recently  the surprise in Greece referendum results. How do we explain the data of the results – the collection of the individual votes? 

Frank : We should start from the individual, one human being thinking. Individual people in Greece who voted how they did, created a material difference. In Ireland the collective views of a selected group of right wing commentators on television were overturned by a phone link from an Irish resident of Greece. 
There is a need to return to something in the external world – elections are a case in point, illustrating that. The relationship between individual and social group, an understanding that sees general reflections in the ensemble of social relations, the individual re-entering social debate saying  no to austerity, is an unconscious participation in social movement (lacking theoretical concepts) , revealing a mental reconstruction human as a thinking person in motion changing society 

Hongda: is the social relation between individual and objects? Objective world is also important – how humans use objects and how they influence human behaviour. Greece results surprising. We need to study how objective things influence thoughts.

Gerry: Greece/china/world

Paul : the activity of data collection and its use proves very difficult, because the rapidity of change presents difficulties for social science – is this a problem that is being addressed by those involved? 
Because things are changing more rapidly than they used to, how do social scientists deal with what may be a 2 year process of data collection, analysis, publishing in which the validity of the data very rapidly becomes outpaced by events
Heli :  it’s a problem with PhD’s taking many years to complete
Hongda: I try to make sense of earlier work, using data from 2006 about educational policymaking. I‘m attempting to influence, from a distance, the future direction of people in Taiwan who are very busy with the immediate situation in an ongoing controversy with ‘star’ schools which have never really been defined.   

Corinna: the connection between Honda’s research, Greece and our reading is in the self-realisation/self-determination of the individual within the whole – what makes people human, we analyse each individual action and the class nature of the processes that have led them to taking that action. Aristotle was right about the slave not being really human  - because they can’t exercise any rights. 

Gerry: Economists, accountants and bankers have spent months working over the data of the debt, trying to define the amount of austerity needed to extract the value from the Greek people to pay off what was, originally, the bankers’ debts. Now the referendum results mark the necessity of an end to the ensemble of capitalist social relations of the last period of history that have governed the way we think and act.
New platform for IFI : 

To help to involve more people to have perhaps a relatively static wordpress site with a closed facebook community or group for publicity and discussion with all of us as administrators 

Actions

Corinna will set up the facebook community/group
Gerry to set up Wordpress account and share development with Hongda

Corinna will refresh contact with Alex Levant. 

Next meeting 27th July at 13:30 London 15:30 Finnish
Reading : the concrete and the dialectics of the universal and the individual 

