A propos November 14 discussion on Arto’s essay, comment by Corinna

On Page 117 of his essay Arto writes:

“The experience, whatever it is, is impossible without the situation, without that which is ‘external’ to us, in the sense of it being an object of our activity. “

In Vygotsky’s time, and today too, the Ideal has as its content the Material, which is the Other of the Ideal – which includes the life-activity of other human beings. They are self-related opposites. And discovering the constantly changing but also law-governed relationship between the Ideal and the “Real”, is the content of dialectical cognition.
In social relations there is an objective, material content, which in various ways reflects the class struggle. It is of course socially constructed but within the context of a materially existing external world. Perezhivanie (“the unity of personality and situation”) of necessity must reflect, not only the ideology of the ruling classes but the forces that rebel against, and seek to overturn that ideology.  
