9 July 2018
Webinar: The state in capitalist society and its role.
Apologies from Ivan, Signe.
Present: Barry, Corinna, Marcelo, Virpi, Paul, Penny, Gerry
Marcelo:
I have tried to explain that the State is an Ideal form, because it arises from how humans produce their life and from the moment that Ideal is created it comes to possess a certain freedom in relation to this production of life, but never a freedom total that allows it to exist independent of human production. Just as the production of life has contradictions, the State also has contradictions and therefore it is possible to fight within the State (for better laws, for example), but the State is inherently capitalist and without the State there is no capitalism, so the end of capitalism is intrinsically linked to the end of the State (which does not mean that forms of organization will cease to exist).
Penny
Some of the laws in today’s society provide protection. New, post-capitalist social relations would still need to have laws. (comment from Marcelo: In Brazil the law is meaningless and does not protect people.)
Barry
Laws are needed to protect nature from abuse.
Corinna
Pashukanis (referenced in Marcelo’s paper) made a pioneering contribution on law and the state in the early Soviet period. This was limited and distorted by terrible repression under Stalinism. 
Theoreticians like Goran Therborn have analysed the “relative autonomy of the state”.
We need a concept and practice for a different kind of state, which would include a complete overhaul and reframing of the legal system.
Paul
We cannot generalise about the nature of the state. What could a capitalist state be replaced with? The contradiction between the state and labour needs to be resolved. There is a crisis between capitalism and the state. The state has to do certain things which capitalism cannot resolve on its own. Exploitation carries on outside the state. 
The nature of a post-capitalist state would be different. It would not create structures for exploitation.
The problem is not so much the state as the failure of a perspective in political movements to transcend the state and the system of social relations. We cannot use the existing framework for this. We cannot blame the nature of the state for our problems.
Need to start from an understanding of the thing and the other things that are related to it. The capitalist type of state is particularly contradictory. It has to seek support from the very forces it oppresses. Without the authority of the state, it cannot continue. It is not possible for people to liberate themselves through the state.
There is a historic crisis of the state in European and other countries. How can a transition be made? Need to analyse each individual country – what are the common features and what is driving the crisis?
Virpi
Inspired from the readings of “Contradictions within the ideal, mediation and transformation in global capitalist society (Lotz, Feldman, Cole, Gold), I started to think about the affects of this in Finland? I first thought the prevailing issues, and second, can I see the generation of transformation from concrete to abstract and back to concrete (activity -> praxis-> thought -> praxis). The discussion of the state and laws in the meeting July 9 gave me also some ideas.
1. The big social and healthcare reform-> postponed year after year, the contradiction between the privatization and citizen’s will (including the province division and their “independence”) is huge. It has a big contradiction between the cornerstone of our welfare state, wellbeing of the citizens and historical development of the country and its healthy people. Big fight. (In this country laws have been important (free education and health care for all). After the wartime and independence, it has developed this rural country as it is now. Trade unions have done their part at worklife as well).
2. Laws of the minor groups e.g. handicapped people to get the appropriate services in their life. This has worked well. Still some groups missing the laws (e.g.school-drop-outs). Laws have played a significant role for the minor groups a very long time. Under the current situation (social and healthcare reform) the laws are becoming even more important.  A struggle.
3. Current example of the development of the law is the Early Childhood Education law (2018) compared to Daycare law (1973).  The child has now become the subject instead of the object. Instead of being taken care of, the child is now actively participating what is concerning to his/her learning. It took 45 years. A victory. 
4. Helsinki Pride 2018 was an evidence this year how people start to have a collective movement. 2016 Pride had 25.000 participants, 2017 Pride had 35 .000 participants, this year 2018 100.000 participants on the streets. People claim the equality for everyone. Is this an activity from beyond? At the same time the decision-makers use their time to reduce the public services for people. There is a contradiction between people’s and decision makers daily issues. Where does this lead us? Can this movement generate to the perspectives to international movement/laws and the rights/human treatment with the immigrants as well? 
5. A contradiction in a local scale: Local food producers have started to take a role in a food market. They produce slowfood, local-closeby food, food from the nature (insects, wheat protein etc.) The popularity of this is growing fast among the youngsters. It seems to have no end. It surely has impacts to our capitalistic way of producing the food with a couple of the bigger food- producers only (S-markets and K-markets).
The trade unions in Finland have been very strong and they have really done their part well concerning the circumstances of the workers.  But the new liberalism is a worry. How to prevent the wave of privatisations? That is a big threat.
Gerry
The state is not static but mobile, changing in response to the new stage of the evolution of capitalist social relations. We need to study the concrete day-by-day evolution of the state in relation to the changes in the economy.
Trump has been busy for months undermining and dismantling the system of global organisations which form part of the transnational state created to service the needs of globalising corporations during the neoliberal ascendancy. At the centre of it all was the World Trade Oganisation established in the 1990s. In pursuing his trade war tactics Trump has blocked the replacement of four of the seven people who had served on the World Trade Organisation as adjudicators of trade disputes between countries. These actions reflect the new needs - for consolidation and destruction of low productivity capital and elimination of towering debt.
In Brazil, a developing constitutional crisis of democracy sees two layers of courts in conflict over the continued imprisonment of Lula. Support for his release to participate in the election is growing increasingly loud.  
