International Friends of Ilyenkov Webinar 11 September 2018 

Discussion on Dialectics of the Abstract and Concrete in Capital, Chapter 3.

Participants: Penny, Paul, Joanne, Dan, Corinna, Signe, Gerry, Joanne.
Apologies: Heli, Virpi, Arto, Marcelo.
Dan introduced his summary of Chapter 3 – see his paper. He stressed the importance of overcoming neoliberalism rather than attempts to go backwards in time.

Joanne corrected Dan’s error – movement is from abstract to concrete, not vice versa

Penny: Dan has put his finger on purpose of our work is to strengthen our concepts of the contradictions of neoliberalism which will enable us to transcend it. Importance of Marx’s historical approach to this: – centrality of finding new ways to explain the labour theory of value in opposition to attempts to tweak neoliberalism with polices such as the Universal Basic Income. Workers needing to sell their labour as a commodity makes them both co-responsible for climate change, and needing to go beyond that [employment] relationship.

Signe: asked for elaboration re materialist dialectical abstract and concrete approach vs dialogical/didactic – how are they similar. 

Dan: Notes from Below, tracking how much capitalism changes, empowering people developing class consciousness as opposed to/as well as people being inspired by such as Ilyenkov. The workerist approach can help understand Neoliberalism.

Joanne: Ilyenkov essential to getting a clear picture of what is going on/ a concrete conception of reality, Gramsci on cultural hegemony, neoliberalism part of cultural hegemony.   Needed to challenge neoliberalism.

Paul: relationship of this method to others : eg didactic. This method is not only historical but also contemporary, starting with immediate perception and the relationship between past and present. Important overcome the tendency to want to dwell in the past, Ilyenkov begins with immediate perception, using body of knowledge already gained, finding manifestations of today eg couriers, Uber drivers – didactic approach alone doesn’t provide solutions.

Corinna: Chapter 3, which is about how we cognise the world, has a big emphasis on movement, transitions, paths, processes, activity of thought, emphasising present, this side of things as starting point. Re: Joanne’s correction, starting point is living reality, which is negated into abstractions in thought.

There is a complexity in the movement of thought, which is an activity. It moves in two directions at once, double helix, moving to concrete through abstraction. (p.20)  The ascent from the abstract to the concrete is through“disappearing moments”.
The relation between induction and deduction is dialectical – they are mutually assuming, self-related opposites, an“interweaving” of synthesis and analysis, through a‘long and arduous search’ (p.7).  

Joanne: It is also a subject-object relation - subject abstracting from concrete object. 

Corinna: Re Dan’s ‘no single determinant of value’ (p.34).  In fact Marx is highly sarcastic, attacking attacks “vulgar and professorial pseudotheory”.  Ilyenkov and Marx defend Ricardo’s belief in  “one single universal source of value” – labour. 

Gerry: Ilyenkov shows how Marx explained that Ricardo had to give up understanding labour as single determinant of value due to not being able to accept the revealed contradiction between profit and value. Marx’s superior dialectical method solved the problem – and restored labour.  

Joanne : source of value ultimately labour, Petty: ‘nature as mother’, muddied by modern capitalism, capitalists putting forward money as another source. 

Signe: from previous discussions – what about loans/owing money, immigration crisis used by politicians as a way to manipulate people.

Corinna: importance/relevance of our work for developing scientific concepts vs great pressures of alt-truth.

Next session : Penny 25 October will introduce chapter 4 Gerry introduce discussion on credit and debt
