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STRUGGLE OVER THE IDEAL IN THE TECHNOFEUDAL AGE: :
A COUNTERFACTUAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN GRAMSCI AND . awnowak@a
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- EVALD ILYENKOV THE IDEAL

It is not a mental
representation or subjective
idea, but a form of social
objectivity embodied in
human activity and material
practices (through labour).

J

It exists in the historically
developed forms of culture,
objects, and social relations

through which human beings

collectively organize and
reproduce their world.

/




4 )

Technofeudal (platform capitalism) power is not

merely a struggle over information or ideology.

NG /
CENTRAL QUESTION: ¢ h

Q ' It increasingly operates through the material and

WHO SHAPES THE algorithmic organisation of the Ideal itself
IDEAL?

NG /
‘' )

llyenkov helps us explain the objective, socially
embodied character of the ldeal.

Gramsci helps us explain the political organisation of
how ldeal and reproduce itself through hegemony




Andrey Maidansky

5/28/24, 7:33 PM
THE MEETING THAT NEVER TOOK PLACE

Y mens BOTMPOC, HE CCbl/1aica n

NnbeHkoB rae-Hubyab Ha pamium,
MeHsA 0CO6eHHO MHTpUryeT BOnpoc
AVaneKkTUUYeCcKon NOrMKn N OTHOLLIEHUS

ramsci and llyenkov devel din rated intell |
Gramsci a yenkov develope separated intellectua K HayKe.

genealogies and political geographies.

Gramsci remained marginal to Soviet philosophical orthodoxy
during llyenkov’s active years (50s-70s) 5/28/24,10:19 PM

|deologically ,,wrong” and problematic (,,western”, ,,revisionist”),
politically dangerous HeT, MnabeHkoB BoobLLE HM pa3y

llyenkov position in Soviet Philosophy was already precarious Y  He ynomMmuHan ums pamiin
and problematic ~

Cnacnbo 6onbluoe, ecTb 4OBOJIBHO
MHTEPECHbIE CXOACTBA B UX MbILLIEHM
No HeKOTOf Jnpocam,
KacarwwyMe  yKU U KPUTUKK
NO3UTUBU3Ma.




TWO HALVES OF

HEGEL

Gramsci and llyenkov each focus on one side of
Hegel’s system

llyenkov - onto-epistemological dialectic

Gramsci - historical-sociopolitical dialectic

They complete each other, but historical contingency
kept them apart.

Together: the material constitution of the Ideal and
the political struggle over its social organization
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whom!?
_

(The Ideal) as a place of struggle
(Lenin: Becb Bonpoc—~KTO KOro onepegut?

The whole question is—who will overtake

GRAMSCI’S

=

-

,HALF” OF

NS

HEGEL (The Ideal) - historical and political praxis

.

One thus establishes what is common to everyone, what everyone can control in the same way, one
Independently of another, as long as each has observed to an equal degree the technical conditions of
ascertainment. Objective means this and only this; that one asserts to be objective, to b objective

reality, that reality which is ascertained by all, w

ich is independent of any merely particular or group

standpoint. But, basically, this too is a particu
1995, p. 291).

ar conception of the world, an ideology (Gramsci,




* Antonio Gramsci’s Prison
Notebooks:“The crisis consists
precisely in the fact that the
old is dying and the new
cannot be born;in this
interregnum a great variety of
morbid symptoms [fenomeni Y e :
morbosi] appear.”’ _ T STy
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ILYENKOV’S HALF OF HEGEL

4 N

Revitalisation of dialectic (back to Lenin from
,,Philosophical Notebooks),

critic of Soviet Ortodoxy
N /
/. L . : )
The ldeal - objective, social-material form of
Things and reality transformed by human

activity, objective, socially embodied form,

(Spinozat+Hegel)
o /
4 ) =" _ W2,
Fiim Still from “Talking Hands" (E. Aimborg2016),
Missing piece: a theory of political struggle courtesy of the artist

and organization and consent

. /




ILENKOV'’S IDEAL CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AS SITUATED, SOCIALLY
MEDIATED SYSTEMS-HOLISTIC THINKING:

A MODE OF THOUGHT THAT RECONSTRUCTS A CONCRETE WHOLE
THROUGH ITS RELATIONS, CONTRADICTIONS, AND DEVELOPMENT

The fundamental movement in Ilyenkov's Dialectical Logic 1s from ontol-
ogy to logic via epistemology. The dialectical character of the object world 1s
the central notion for Ilyenkov, and logic will tend to conform to it as that
world 1s grasped through inquiry. He retains the coincidence of logic and ne-

Ilyenkov and the Immanence of Logic

David Bedford and Thomas Workman




Lessons From the Zagorsk Experiment for Deaf:
Blind Psychology
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AV, Suvorov

To cite this article: A.V. Suvorov (2016) Lessons From the Zagorsk Experiment
for Deat-Blind Psychology, Russian Education & Society, 58:9-10, 650-673, DOI:
10.1080110609393.2016.1315274
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Talking Hands: llyenkov at Zagorsk
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The story of Alexander Suvorov, a deaf-blind psychologist and poet

«Mbl BUOMM M CABIWWM [1a3aMW U YLLIaMKM BCEX HALLUX ApYy3el,
BCEX NI0AEN, BCEFO poAa Ye/N0BEYECKOrO...»

“We see and hear through the eyes and ears of all our friends,
of all people, of the entire humanity.” [

Alexander Suvorov. Photo: Pavel Smertin, 2016






Radical Currents in Soviet Philosophy: Lev
Vygotsky and Evald llyenkov

ILYENKOV NEEDS GRAMSCI ....

To cite this article: Arto Artinian (2017) Radical Currents in Soviet Philosophy: Lev Vygotsky and
Evald llyenkov, Socialism and Democracy, 31:2, 95-121, DOI: 10.1080/08854300.2017.1327133

To link to this article: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08854300.2017.1327133

Ilyenkov understood that the movement toward socialism was
vastly more complex than the accomplishment of what he called
“rough communism” (the initial acts of forced appropriation of capital-
ist wealth and the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat).
The attention focused on this act of appropriation of private property
also contained a dangerous illusion. The movement toward real socia-
lization, then, would require a Gramscian war of position, a slow and
deliberate struggle. Real socialization can only emerge when the trans-
formation of the material substrate that underpins human activity
leads to another transformation of this human-shaped materiality
into thought, into an “idealization” of the material transformation
into one of systematized ideas about such transformations. Illyenkov
termed this systematization of ideas the materialisation of the ideal. His
view of the ideal was distinct from orthodox Soviet Marxist and
liberal notions, according to which the “ideal” arose from perceptions
grounded within individual minds.



ILYENKOV SPEAKS ,,GRAMSCI” BUT
DIDN'T REALIZE IT

On the materialist interpretation of the ideal by Evald
llyenkov

Keti Chukhrov’

As llyenkov writes, “the materialist understanding of the 1deal becomes natural
for someone 1n a communist soctety where culture does not oppose the individual
as something externally assigned, something autonomous and alien but 1§ a form of
one’s own dynamic activity” (Ilyenkov 1962, 127).




WHY WE NEED THEIR DIALOGUE?
AND WHERE THEY MEET?

llyenkov critique of cybernetic and Gramsci critique of
Fordism and discussion with futurism are good departing
kpoint for critique of technofeudalism/platform capitalism

~

-

Together they provide: Complete ontoepistemology and
sociopolitics of |deal

.

%
N

%




ILYENKOV WAS
RIGHT—BUT WHAT

ABOUT MIGHT?

-
llyenkov explains the social and

material constitution of the

|deal.

~

N

-
Gramsci adds hegemony,
organization, consent, and the

formation of collective actors.
\_

/
N

/




WHY WE NEED THEIR
DIALOGUE!?

AND WHERE THEY
MEET?

-

Both provide activist approach, treating philosophy, dialectic as a form
of pedagogy

~

- /

4 )
Learning as a contradiction as the condition of development
of thinking (llyenkov)

o /
The pedagogy for moving from Senso commune (common sense) )
toward senso buono (a cohesive, critical consciousness) is an active,
transformative process designed to overcome hereronomy and
transform it into autonomy (Gramsci).

- /

4 )
Active and Transformative Research (Pedagogy) (Self) education and
self-emancipation of potential subaltern groups.

,,Organic intellectuals” as ,,organ” of Ideal (llyenkov in Zagorsk)
- J




Note IV Creating a new culture does not only mean one’s own individual ‘original discoveries. It also, and most particularly, means the
diffusion 1n a critical form of truths already discovered, their ‘socialization’ as 1t were, and even making them the basis of vital action, an element
of co-ordination and intellectual and moral order. For a mass of people to be led to think coherently and m the same coherent fashion about the

real present world, 1s a ‘philosophical’ event far more important and ‘original” than the discovery by some philosophical ‘gentus” of a truth which

remains the property of small groups of intellectuals.



WHY (RE)THEORIZE

», 1 HE IDEAL”
TODAY?

Politics in technofeudalism increasingly
operates through algorithmic
procedures

Algorithms organize perception and
actions and materiality

We need a framework which brings
together ,,Ideal” and ,,Hegemony” to be
able to grasp this new ontohegemonic
reality of technofeudalism



GRAMSCI: (THE IDEAL) -
HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL
PRAXIS

COMMON SENSE AS
POLITICAL PROBLEM

-

Hegemony works through
reproduction of common sense

\_

/
Senso comune can make a historically
specific social order appear natural.

o

AN

The pedagogical task is to transform
fragmented common sense into a

kmore coherent, critical consciousness.

AN




ale

i JC Denton: Human beings may not be perfect, but a computer
& program with language synthesis is hardly the answer to
the world's problems.




ILYENKOYV VS
CYBERNETICS

Studies in East European Thought (2024] 78:545-556
https://doi.org/10.1007/511212-024-09627-4

Chvagh bae
updriss

Fighting for philosophy in the Marxian sense: introduction
to Evald llyenkov’s “On the state of philosophy [letter to the
Central Committee of the Party]

Monika Wozniak'( - Andrzej W. Nowak?

Accepted: 9 January 2024/ Published online: 26 February 2024
© Thie Author|s), under exclusive licence to Spranger Mature BV, 2024

Abstract Ob MAOJIAX M1 MAEANAX

The text introduces a translation of Ilyenkov’s famous text “On the State of Phi-
losophy.” which was meant as a letter to the Central Committee of the CPSU and
expressed his exasperation with the development of Soviet philosophy. In our intro-
duction, we describe the historical context of the emergence of the letter, including
the main changes in Soviet philosophy in the 1960s {esp. rise in popularity of cyber-
netics), and the institutional details of Hyenkov's biography. We point to the contem-
porary relevance of the letter by emphasizing how Ilyenkov's dialectical account of
science can enrich contemporary discussions in the sociology of science and STS.

TAVHA
Keywords Evald llyenkov - Dialectics - Marxism - Soviet philosophy - Cybernetics - JEPHOIO
Science SERERRRECA

Hay4uHo-daHTacTUMYEeCcKas
npeaoamnsa




| The philosophical disability of reason

Evald llyenkov’s critique of machinic intelligence

Keti Chukhrov
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THERE IS NO GOFAI ANYMORE




THE APPROPRIATION
/IPLATFORMISATION

OF THE IDEAL

4 N

LLMs and digital platforms increasingly appropriate
the socially produced forms of knowledge, language,
and collective intelligence.

o /

By controlling the infrastructures through which these
forms are reproduced, circulated, and transformed,
platform capitalism turns the collective intellectual
capacities of society into privately owned and

managed resources.

o
;

/
X

The struggle over the Ideal thus becomes a struggle
over the technological conditions of thought itself.

. /




THE ALGORITHMIC ORGANISATION
OF THE IDEAL
IDEAL: ILYENKOYV UPDATE

P
Algorithms stabilize, scale and

automate human practices

~

-
>
|deal becomes at least partially
computationally programmed

~

>
The cybernetic reduction

becomes ontological fact

.

AN




PLATFORMS AS
HEGEMONIC

APPARATUSES

/
Ranking, recommendation, visibility, and

interface design shape public attention.

KSubjects as algorithmic objects

)
N

Platforms can amplify, normalize, or marginalize

particular interpretations.

Consent manufactured through infrastructures

/
These mechanisms interact with economic

power, institutions, and existing common

sense.
\_

N




IDEAL AS A PLACE OF STRUGGLE

How move from ,llyenkovs notion of Ideal” from just
mere Philosophy to became a as form of collective
knowledge!

.
-

How to learn ,,The Ideal” to overcome alienated
representations of itself?

o

AN




ALGORITHMIC AGNOTOLOGY

-

Reduction and epistemic
narrowing leads to
ontological erosion (anti
Zagorsk)

o

~

Social Media + Society

Volume 12, Issue 2, April 2026

© The Author(s) 2026, Article Reuse Guidelines
https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051261452539

Special Issue: Anniversary Issue

Structured Absence

Alondra Nelson

AGNOTOLOGY

|

HE MAKING & UNMAKING Ol

IGNORANCI

J

[GNORANCE
UNMASKED

ESSAYS IN THE NEW SCIENCE
OF AGNOTQOQLOGY

EDITED BY
ROBERT N, PROCTOR AND
LONDA SCHIEBINGER
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A Winored Oyer
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by Richard Brautigan

I like to think (end
the sooner the better))
of a cybernetic meadow
where mammals and computors
live together in mutually
Erogranming harmony

ike pure water

touching clear sky,

I like to think
(right now, please!)
of a cybernetic forest
filled with pines and electronics
vhere deer stroll peacefully
past computors
as 1if they were flowers .
with spinning blossems. ..

I 1like to think

" (it has to be!)
of a cybernetic ecology
where we are free of our labors
and joined back to nature,
returned to our mammal
‘brothers and sisters,
and all watched over g
by machines of loving grace.
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